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Upgrading Volunteers
Members of the community who participate actively are identified to work as part-time workers. They work for ten days in a month and they undertake identification of new cases, hospital referrals and home visits.kkkkkkkkkkkk More and more members of the community are showing interest in joining as volunteers. As we actively promote community participation, we find that the level of involvement of the community members increases and we motivate them to join us in our efforts. This has resulted in nearly ten volunteers being upgraded to full-time employees.
Loans for Community members
Loans were given to two community women to the tune of Rs. 4000/- which were utilised by one for admitting her child to school and the second person started Tamarind Business.
Advocacy Strategies Workshop on HIV/AIDS Bill
The Lawyer’s Collective, New Delhi conducted a two-day consultative workshop to discuss strategies to advocate for the HIV/AIDS Bill prepared by them to be suitably tabled in the Parliament. The first day, details of the Bill was presented. Work on the Bill commenced in the year 2003 and through consultative processes with several stakeholders like PLHAs, Sex workers, Sexual minorities, NGOs, Women’s groups, civil societies organizations etc., across the nation before preparing the Bill and submitting the same to the Government of India.

In the Bangalore meeting, NGOs / CBOs from three States of Karnataka, AP and Tamil Nadu were present. The Bill covered aspects of informed consent, confidentiality, treatment rights, rights to employment, blood safety, dealing with quacks and other related issues which affect persons living with HIV. WINS also were invited and took part in the two-day meeting. Important decisions taken during the meeting were:
· To write to local MPs to raise the issue in the Parliament in the coming session

· To print and distribute pamphlets about the Bill and trying to get public support for the same

· To make a signature campaign in support of the Bill and send the same to GOI.

· To utilize medial power through proper advocacy in support of the Bill.

· To take out Rallies voicing need for the Bill to be enacted at the earliest.

Media Report
ITP(A) reform Andhra Jyothi covered the response as proposed by the community consultations It included the points that went against the presentations made by the women and child development department and the standing parliamentary committee.

Maitri organised a meet on Universal access for prevention and treatment. WINS  was invited to present a paper on the theme  “Campaigning Rights for the sexworkers” The paper was titled as “It is Right for me Wrong for You” It focused on misplaced morality, double standards and archaic laws which adversely affects poor women It spoke about tourism which is promoted indiscriminately by government and women succumb to it as an impending disaster. Lot more points were raised in terms of barriers in understanding sexworkers,  various perceptions  by different people were listed, it gave the listeners an idea as how and what kind of stigma  sexworkers go through  on day to day basis at a personal basis. 

The paper ended with a pertinent question when we talk about Rights to sexworkers in what context do we address them Vulnerability of women to sex work? Vulnerability of sex workers to HIV?

 

PWN+ Meeting:

Positive Women’s Network (PWN+) held data collection/ case study discussion on stigma and discrimination at Health care settings for Public hearing at New Delhi. PNP+ helped them enormously and they in turn invited them for capacity building and their general body meeting. 

Advocacy and Lobbying
Women, children and HIV issues were oriented to the District Superintendent of Police Ms. Charu Sinha, IPS, Chittoor District, Young positive widows face many problems. The foremost among them is one of inheritance. Women are turned out of marital homes as soon as the husband dies. They are routinely cheated out of their rightful property. The in-laws accuse the widow of loose character and of having infected their son.

Actually this is a ploy to make it easy to turn her out. In this effort the brothers, sisters and parents of the dead man all take part to ensure that the share of his property can we shared among them. Out of 86 such cases taken up to her, only 19 are pending the rest were sorted out as she had taken personal interest in solving it. 


Visit to Sangama

On 14th June 2006 WINS staff attended a meeting in SANGAMA office at Bangalore. In this meeting Speakers described about the problems and rights of HIJRAs and MSMs and demanded that section 377IPC be removed.

Meeting with APD and PD,SSA

Meeting with APD was in connection with obtaining accreditation for Sadhana CVCTC and also holding a sensitization workshop for Healthcare providers, on ART. 

A liaison meeting explaining the importance of LSE with the PD, SSA  helped WINS to obtain GO on LSE. This helps staff to conduct LSE every week in selected schools.  

CDDG

Chittoor development dialogue group is a recently formed informal network of NGO’s in Chittoor district. It facilitates knowledge sharing  on contemporary development issues, which can result in a concerted effort taking due care and concern for effective interventions and outcomes which will imply a greater growth of the district. . 

Common Wealth Human Rights Initiative
Consultants from CWHRI  visited WINS CVCTC and they were able to impress upon them the deep rooted problem of HIV and domestic violence which is very intricately woven and worsens women’s situation at home. 

PLHA SHG s are participated in this training. Here participated members are discussed self earning activities. Muralidharan is the resource person for this training.  

All staff members and volunteers and community members are participated in this training.

This training gives economical support to community. It helps to new thoughts of livelihood in community.













Right to Food and Livelihood
Meeting was organised on the 6th of February 2007 in 
Awareness is disseminated on the NREGA and EGS. Efforts are made towards ensuring people’s access to the government food schemes and full implementation of the ICDS including the adolescent girls’ programme. Women access to the family assets are ensured after her husband’s death due to HIV/AIDS.

Broad questions mentioned below have to be strategically addressed. 

1. How is ICDS and MDMS reaching out to children with HIV/AIDS? Is the nutrition support that is given is that of adequate quality? 

2. The ARV drugs also come under the right to food. Their affordability and easy access to the children with HIV/AIDS is as essential as the fulfillment of the right to food.

When they tried to answer the above, they listed the challenges are :

Lack of resources: in the form of constant and systematic denial to productive resources to the marginalized groups.

A. Discrimination: made on the basis of the castes, diseases, sexual orientation etc.

B. Displacement: which is the final outcome of the government policies and the process of industrialization ending in the form of forced eviction of the people with complete destruction of their livelihoods. There is now undergoing expansion with further plans of the government to further industrial developments in the state for which it will declare the Special Economic Zones and the Coastal Regulation Zones. 

We are trying to educate people to understand the Regional ActionAid’s work in the area of Right to Food & Livelihood through the following concepts, which necessitates an understanding of the following concepts.

A. Food Security

B. Food Sovereignty

C. Food Rights

ITP(A) reform Andhra Jyothi covered the response as proposed by the community consultations It included the points that went against the presentations made by the women and child development department and the standing parliamentary committee.

Building capacities of staff

Lawyer’s collective workshop, Bangalore 20th and 21st feb.07

 

Challenges
· Owing to poverty and the need to work every day, community find it difficult to attend monthly forum meetings.
· Similarly, children are forced to take up adult roles for earning for the family and this results in school retention as a major challenge. 
· Extended family support diminishes due to poverty as orphans are left to fend for themselves despite relatives being present in the neighborhood. 
· Confidentiality issue becomes tricky as neighbors, equally poor, question why only some get benefits while they do not (as the project has funds only for PLHAs). 
· Discontinuance of nutrition support when PLHA starts earning also results in dissent with community saying WINS staff need not visit them if they don’t support them for nutrition in the form of dry rations.
 
_._,_.___ 
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CASE STUDY 1
Gokula Madhu, 11 years,

Mother's Name - Mallamma,
Father's Name - Maddialetti,
Caste: Vadde.
 

WINS Staff saw a young boy of 11 years, sitting alone in the train, when they were traveling to WINS office at Tirupati. The boy looked very sad, and was standing near the door of the compartment. They called him to come, near them and asked his name. He said his name was Madhu. WINS staff were surprised as there were no elders around him. They asked where are he was going. Slowly and softly the boy said he was going to Tirupati. Then, they asked with whom he is living in Tirupati? “I have no one in Tirupati,” he said. “Did you eat anything?” they enquired kindly. He said “I have not eaten even last night,” he mumbled. They gave some fruits which they had with them. When the train started moving, they asked him which is his native place and found he was from Kurnool. “Why are you traveling alone,” was their next question. 

Then they took the pains to explain how the children can be trafficked for begging, organ transplant, bonded labour and for servitude. A little later they asked him whether he wished not to stay with his parents. He became silent. Then they told him, `you need not be scared of us, we are here to help you'; slowly he opened up and narrated his tale. 

 

“I lost my mother five years back, I have four elder brothers. Out of them three got married and live in their own house. My father also remarried recently. None of the elders count me as one of their family members. My third brother is working and gives the money to our father. If I refuse to go along with him, my father beats me and never feeds me, and I ran away from home. I was traveling last time to a distant place called Tenali and landed at the Railway junction. Street boys, sent me to a street children home called Bala Tejassu. I met a lot of working children there, they used to get things to eat as they liked and had their stomach full. But I could not make any friends and so I left the place to find some friends and work, and now I am in this train.”
 

WINS staff explained to him that he will not be given any jobs, as he is still young. And even if anyone employs young children they will have to undergo punishment. So he was asked to give up the idea of working. While this conversation with the boy was going on there were college students who came near and said the ticket examiner in the train beat him hard as he had traveled without a train ticket. When asked whether it was true the boy immediately broke down. 

 

A little later, he said he had studied up to fifth standard. WINS Staff informed him that "If you are going to roam around you will be caught by Police and branded as thief.” 
 

The boy was given an idea that he can be enrolled in a residential school, where he can have friendly environ and the elders will be kind to him. “Only if you agree to go to school, we can put you in a school,” the staff told him. At this point the college students also pitched in to say that please take the boy and do something for him. Ticket Collector had hit him so bad, that if you allow him to continue to wander, he will become a vagabond. The boy’s opinion was sought again about going to school. 

 

Madhu came to WINS office and was present during a meeting. The Project Manager spoke to him at length. He felt comfortable in WINS’ office. The staff were sympathetic towards the boy. 

 

First, the Kodur police station was informed, as they have a system to record missing children. Police officer asked for details and then he was prepared to send him to the Bridge school (A Non-formal friendly residential school). Mr. P. Sudheer Kumar, Social worker of Deenabandhu Foundation, was called to the Police station. He runs an institution at Obulavaripalle for children. 

Madhu was told he will be given good food, good clothes to wear, good teachers to teach and they will not be imposing in nature, and he can concentrate on studies. Madhu was thrilled. 
 

WINS staff went to the institution to see him after a week and was well and happy. He happily showed the new dresses he has got, and also said he liked the food that is served to him. Teachers were met, they were also happy about him. They have promised Madhu to take him to his village when he wants to visit and he need not flee from hostel and he seems to trust his word. Now WINS’ staff do see Madhu as a happy child. 
 

 ******

CASE STUDY 2

Pavani, 13 years,
B.Renukamma,
B.Chengamani,
Jeevakona, Rajiv Gandhi colony.
 

Renukamma is a destitute woman. She is a sweeper at the temple in Tirumala. She has two children son Dinesh and daughter Pavani. They were pulled out of school when her husband abandoned her. So she came and settled in jeevakona in Tirupati where houses were   available on low rent. Then WINS’ staff got introduced to her through another community member.

 

She was tested for HIV and TB, both showed positive test results. WINS linked her to the government TB treatment. Her daughter was keen on studies. WINS got admitted in a hostel. She first joined in a residential bridge school. The School she joined had teachers who were not totally in control and this led to unsavory situations of boys giving love letters to girls and do other mischievous activities. Pavani was quite upset as she had seen her mother's life being shattered by her father, and she developed hatred and disregard for her teachers. 

 

This was the time the child was in need of support and wins staff gave her counseling. Her mother stopped her from school after listening to the misbehavior of the teachers. WINS had to intervene and her studies continued. She attained puberty and that was another reason for her mother to attempt her to stop attending school. We had convinced her to send her back to school. Now she is keen and is devoted to her studies. WINS support her. Her mother has also changed and is able to understand WINS’ point of view. She is able to attend work and her education is now proceeding uninterrupted. 
 

ends
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